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pect that they were being betrayed by their guide. Night
fell, and still they were obliged to keep on rowing, and
still nothing in the shape of a town presented itself.
Their poor seamen were heartbroken and ready to give
up the ghost in utter fatigue. They reckoned that they
had now put forty miles between themselves and the big
galley, and discussed whether they should not hang the
pilot for his treachery. They would have done so but
that it was a pitch-dark night, the river was narrow, trees
overhanging it from side to side (so that they were driven
to cut a passage through with their swords), and without
the pilot they might never again find their way back to
where the galley had been anchored. The poor trembling
Indian assured them that it was only a little farther on
as they came to each turning and each turning revealed
nothing. At last, at one in the morning, they saw a
light and heard the dogs howling in a native village.
This was the great town they had been led to expect, but
it was almost deserted, for its chief had gone with many
canoes far up the Orinoko to trade for gold and to buy
women slaves of the cannibals.

However, in his house they found a good store of
bread, fish, fowls,1 and palm wine. When morning
dawned and they returned towards their galley, bringing
with them a quantity of bread, dried fish, and fowls, they
noted how beautiful was the country, "the most beautiful
that ever mine eyes had beheld", on either side of this
small river. Whereas all that they had seen before was

1 The domestic fowl, of course, was quite unknown in any part of North or South
America until introduced by the Spaniards. It spread, however, with such rapidity
that, less than a hundred years after its introduction, it was already found in most parts
of the Orinoko basin at the time of Raleigh's voyage. The Amerindians valued fowls,
however, not for their flesh, but because of the crowing powers of the cock, who served
them, as he did so many other nations in their stage of culture, as a clock at night-
time.